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Get ready to check your university 
e-mail daily. Starting Friday, you will now 
only receive electronic correspondence 
from the university at your official UT-
Brownsville e-mail address. 
University officials believe this change 
will help students stay better connected 
with the university. In the past, some 
e-mails from the university ended up in 
spam folders and many students did not 
Victoria Brito/Collegian
Information Technology Services Help Desk 
Manager Donna Ceglar demonstrates how to 
retrieve a UTB e-mail address. Starting Friday, 
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For young voters at UT-Brownsville, 
Texas’ new voter ID law might not be the 
first subject on their minds given their 
full plate of classes, employment and 
family. 
However, most students carry an 
acceptable form of photo identification 
in their wallet right now, allowing them 
to vote if they are eligible. 
The new law requires voters to show 
photo identification when voting in 
person.
Texas Secretary of State 
Communications Director Alicia Pierce 
said there are six forms of acceptable 
identification: a state-issued driver’s 
license or personal ID card, a concealed 
handgun license, a U.S. passport, military 
ID or a citizenship certificate.
“If you don’t have one of those, you can 
go to your [Texas Department of Public 
Voter ID law: what you should know
Texas Secretary of State




Safety] driver’s license office and get an 
election identification certificate,” Pierce 
said.
The election ID certificate is free.
Opponents of the law say it could 
suppress voter turnout.
“If you have people that have to go 
through extra trouble to try to get an 
ID card or a driver’s license, I think it 
could have an effect on turnout,” said 
UT-Brownsville Government Assistant 
Texas Secretary of State Nandita Berry (right) speaks Wednesday during a news conference 
on colonia improvement projects by the Brownsville Public Utilities Board. After the news 
conference, Berry spoke with The Collegian regarding Texas’ new voter ID law. Also shown is 
PUB Chair Oscar Garcia. 
Photo Courtesy Brownsville PuBliC utilities Board
Douglas Stoves, 
former assistant dean 
of Residential Life and 
Auxiliary Programs, 
has been promoted to 
the dean of students 
position.
 “The transition has 
been good so far,” said 
Stoves, who began 
his new duties on 
Jan. 1. “I am learning some new elements 
for me involved in the position, as far as 
having this level of responsibility.”
As dean of students, Stoves expects 
students to try their best in their 
education and to take advantage of the 
opportunities provided by the university. 
“I want students to feel empowered,” 
he said. “This is their education. This is 
not something we are doing to them. This 
Moving up
Stoves appointed as the 
new dean of students
By Magaly Rosales
SPANISH EDITOR
See DEAN, Page 10
During a town hall meeting last 
November, graduate physics student 
Joey Martinez asked UT-Brownsville’s 
top administrators who he should call—
TSC security or University Police--“if 
something happens to me.”
UTB President Juliet V. Garcia told 
Martinez that a UTB student’s parking 
permit should be honored on both the 
Texas Southmost College side and the 
UTB side.
Locked out? Help depends 
on where you’re parked




See LOCKOUT, Page 9 alBerto garcia/Collegian
UTB Provost Alan Artibise 
(left) and Assistant 
Provost for Governmental 
Relations Ben Reyna 
review Collegian photos 
showing an arrest by 
University Police on the 
same Texas Southmost 
College property where 
they declined to offer 
vehicle lockout services 
to a UTB student because 
the car was not on UTB 
property.
The Year of 
the Horse
For more information, visit 
http://www.votetexas.gov/register-to-vote/
TODAY IS THE DEADLINE TO 




University Police arrest a suspect (left) on a misdemeanor charge of marijuana possession on Jan. 16 in the Barnes & Noble parking lot, which is 
owned by Texas Southmost College. On Jan. 24, University Police said they could not help UTB student Amanda Arredondo (right) unlock her car, 
although it was in the same parking lot, because it was not in their jurisdiction.
ana caVazos/Collegian
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S O C I A L  M E D I A
ON CAMPUS
The following are among the incidents 
reported to University Police between 
Jan. 20 and 25.
Jan. 20
11:30 p.m.: A student was found sleeping 
inside a room of the Life and Health 
Sciences Biology wing. University Police 
had no record of the student reporting he 
was going to be on campus after hours. 
The student was told to leave the facility.
Jan. 21
3:22 p.m.: University Police responded to 
a call that a car was improperly parked on 
the sidewalk between the UT-Brownsville 
Main Building and the University Library. 
The vehicle belongs to a staff member 
who refused to move it. The staff member 
was issued city citations for parking on a 
sidewalk and in a no-parking area.
Jan. 23
9:40 a.m.: University Police responded 
to a report of the smell of something 
burning in the mechanical room of the 
University Library. Police checked the 
room and found everything to be OK. 
They suspected that the smell was coming 
from a conference room due to dust that 
settled on the media service equipment 
while it was warming up. 
Jan. 24
10:10 a.m.: A Barnes & Noble Bookstore 
employee reported that he witnessed 
a man shoplift an Awake Caffeinated 
chocolate bar by putting it in his pocket. 
The suspect, who was not affiliated with 
UTB, allowed University Police to search 
him and his personal property and no 
candy was found.  He received a written 
criminal trespass warning effective for 
two years.
2:46 p.m.: A faculty member reported 
that a student struck her car while backing 
out of a parking space in Lot B-2. Both 
the student and faculty member said they 
were not injured. The combined damage 
to both vehicles was estimated at $700. 
11:54 p.m.: A student heard a collision 
at the Casa Bella front gate, saw a minivan 
reversing and then drive away from the 
gate. The gate was placed back on the rail 
by a resident assistant and appeared to be 
working properly.
Jan. 25
9:23 a.m.: A UT-Brownsville staff 
member reported that the door to the 
Main Building elevator closed on her, 
causing pain to her shoulder and neck. 
The woman declined emergency medical 
services.
--Compiled by Amanda Arredondo
E-MAIL
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Free flu shots 
Student Health Services will 
administer flu shots at no charge to 
UT-Brownsville students from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday in 
Cortez Hall 237 while supplies last. 
For more information, or to schedule 
an appointment, call Secretary Rosie 
Rivera at 882-3896.
Snack Bags
Student Health Services, 
Brownsville Ministerial 
Association, Food Bank of 
Brownsville and Brownsville 
Independent School District’s 
“Youth Project” are working together 
to provide snack bags to UT-Brownsville 
students in need of emergency food 
assistance from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday in Cortez Hall 237 while 
supplies last. For more information, call 
Secretary Rosie Rivera at 882-3896.
Free tax return preparation
Tax professionals certified by the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program will assist anyone (students, 
staff, etc.) who earned under $58,000 
last year to file their income tax return for 
2013 at no charge. The assistance will be 
available from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday until Feb. 20 in Main 
Building 1.100. You must provide your 
Social Security number, or individual 
taxpayer identification number, bank 
information, 2012 personal identification 
number or adjusted gross income, 1099s 
and other income forms and W2s. The 
service is sponsored by the United 
Way and UT-Brownsville’s Office of 
Financial Aid. For more information, 
call Financial Aid Coordinator Daniel 
Yarritu at 882-7890 or e-mail daniel.
yarritu1@utb.edu.
Student Involvement Fair
Campus clubs and organizations may 
sign up for a booth to recruit new 
members at the Student Involvement 
Fair until 5 p.m. today by accessing 
studentinvolvementfair2014.eventbrite.
com. Students are encouraged to 
sign up for membership in clubs and 
organizations during the fair, scheduled 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday in the Casa Bella 
clubhouse. For more information, call 
the Office of Student Engagement at 
882-5138.
Monday Night Physics
The Physics and Astronomy 
Department will present three short 
public physics talks with the theme of 
“Robot Love” from 7 to 9 tonight in the 
Main Building’s Salón Cassia. Admission 
is free. For more information, e-mail 
Joey Key, research assistant professor 
and director of education and outreach 
for the Center for Gravitational 
Wave Astronomy, at jkey@phys.utb.
edu.
Yoga classes
The Campus Suicide Prevention 
Program will host weekly yoga classes 
to promote well-being on campus, from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. every Tuesday on the 
Casa Bella lawn. Certified Instructor 
Blanca Ramirez will host the sessions 
that are available for students, faculty 
and staff at no charge. Yoga mats will 
be provided. For more information, call 
Student Health Services Secretary Rosie 
Rivera at 882-3896.
Dream Big Rally
Student organizations are invited to 
create posters of what they would like 
to see in the new university, UT-Rio 
Grande Valley, during the Dream Big 
Rally, scheduled from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Wednesday on the Student Union lawn. 
Students will then carry their posters 
in a procession from the union to the 
Main Building courtyard where they 
will display them on a wall. The event 
is sponsored by the Office of Student 
Engagement. For more information, 
call 882-5111. 
Movie Under the Stars
“The Hunger Games: Catching 
Fire,” starring Jennifer Lawrence 
and Liam Hemsworth, will be screened 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday on the Casa Bella 
lawn as part of the Movies Under the 
Stars series. Admission is free. Students 
are encouraged to bring blankets and 
lawn chairs. Popcorn will be served and 
there will be other snacks available for 
purchase. For more information, call the 
Office of Student Life at 882-5138.
Texas Rising Workshop
Students are invited to participate in a 
two-day intensive training workshop 
sponsored by the Texas Freedom 
Network designed to equip student 
leaders with the skills and resources 
needed to build a grass-roots civic 
engagement campaign. Admission is free 
and participants must register online at 
www.tfn.org/brownsville. The event will 
take place from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salón. For more 
information, e-mail student chapter 
president Ramona Luna at ramona@
tfn.org.
PWS Scholarship Fund
Applications are being accepted until 
Feb. 28 for the Professional Women 
Speak Scholarship. The organization 
will award a $500 scholarship this 
semester. For more information, call 
Business Analyst Patricia Orozco at 
882-7143 or e-mail patricia.orozco@utb.
edu.
--Compiled by Ana Cavazos
See E-MAIL, Page 5
receive vital information. 
Some advantages of the UTB Office 
365 accounts include students now have 
25 gigabytes of mail space, more reliable 
e-mail delivery and SkyDrive, a Microsoft 
Office feature that stores documents 
online. Additionally, with SkyDrive, 
Microsoft Office products such as Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint can be used as 
long as you are connected to the Internet. 
Information Technology Services Help 
Desk Manager Donna Ceglar said that 
communication will “be more reliable if 
everybody uses the UTB e-mail system.”
“There have been some complaints 
in the past that e-mails sent through an 
outside [e-mail] provider, it just doesn’t 
get through,” Ceglar said. “There’s 
nothing [we can do to] help them. … 
Especially Yahoo, they might throttle 
e-mails for a while to ascertain if it’s 
legitimate. Or a lot of times, e-mails sent 
to an outside e-mail provider will end 
up in the spam folder. Those are things 
completely out of our control.”
Other University of Texas System 
schools, such as UT-Pan American, UT-
Arlington and UT-El Paso, also use their 
students’ university e-mail addresses for 
official communications. 
“It’s something that’s been wanted and 
I think a lot of other universities already 
do it,” Ceglar said. “This is a positive 
thing. That’s how I see it because a lot of 
times, we get a lot of bouncebacks.” 
Bouncebacks are when e-mail 
addresses get closed after an extended 
time of inactivity.
You need to know your UTB e-mail 
address to connect to Eduroam, the new 
Guest Cartoonist
Javier Saenz
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The Student Government Association 
has approved spending $545 for 1,000 
silicone bracelets that will be handed out 
at this week’s Dream Big Rally.
Eight of 14 SGA members listed at 
roll call attended the first meeting of the 
semester, held Jan. 27 in Cortez Hall 118.
The Dream Big Rally, which was 
scheduled to take place Jan. 29, will 
now take place at 11 a.m. Wednesday on 
the Student Union lawn. The purpose 
of the event is to hear from students 
and formulate dreams for the new 
university, UT-RGV, to be created by the 
consolidation of UT-Brownsville and UT-
Pan American.
 “What would be the significance 
of the bracelets?” Freshman Senator 
Jacqueline Sanchez asked before the vote 
on the resolution.
SGA President Stephanie Mendez 
Michelle espinoza/Collegian 
SGA backs Dream Big Rally 
Student Government Association Senator Pro Tem Marisol Sanchez (left) and President 
Stephanie Mendez discuss a resolution authorizing the senate to spend $545 for 1,000 silicone 
bracelets for the Dream Big Rally. The resolution was approved during the first SGA meeting of 
the semester, held Jan. 27. 
To buy bracelets for 
Wednesday’s event
By Anthony Cano 
THE COLLEGIAN
explained that the potential feedback 
garnered from the hashtag #UT-RGV on 
the bracelet would be beneficial to the 
organizations involved.
“That’s the main reason, to get 
feedback from students. So, by giving 
them an incentive, you [encourage] them 
to participate,” Mendez said.
In addition to spreading the word and 
building curiosity about UT-RGV, the 
bracelets would generate feedback, said 
Heather Olague, director of Leadership 
Programs and adviser to the SGA.
“We really want to hear from you all 
and students,” Olague said. “This is going 
to be your university in 2015. Those plans 
are going on now.”
Mendez also mentioned that the SGA 
may sponsor a bonfire to promote school 
spirit.
“We want to make an event for students 
and we want it to be a really fun event 
and to have a lot of school spirit, so we 
were thinking of doing a bonfire.”
The idea came from a retreat 
she recently attended, in which the 
suggestions included an open forum for 
student government members and fun, 
interesting ways to pass information 
along to students.
The next meeting of the senate will 
take place at at 1 p.m. today in Cortez 
Hall 1.18.
CLUB SPOTLIGHT
At the tender age of 21, Jose Juan Vera 
has achieved what many of us only dream 
about—earning bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees at the same time.
Vera graduated from UT-Brownsville 
last month with the degrees—both in 
mathematics—and the university hired 
him to teach College Algebra, Linear 
Algebra and Calculus II starting this 
semester. 
“[Math] came pretty easy to me, or as 
I’d like to say, it came easier to me than 
other students,” he said of the subject.
In 2008, the Brownsville native left 
Pace High School to enroll in the “more 
challenging” UTB Mathematics and 
Science Academy during his junior year. 
He graduated from the academy in May 
2010 with an associate’s degree.
“It wasn’t surprising for me that I went 
in math, because I really enjoyed it,” Vera 
said. “Math was pretty simple as I was 
studying in high school and so on.”
UTB offered Vera a scholarship and 
he accepted it because he wanted to stay 
close to his tightknit family. 
21-year-old teaching at UTB
Program let graduate earn two degrees simultaneously
By Ana Cavazos
THE COLLEGIAN
Name: Photography Club at UTB
Purpose: To involve students who have 
an interest in photography to organize, 
brainstorm and participate in efforts to 
learn new techniques involving film and 
digital photography.
President: Brenda Bazán
Vice President: Blanca Villarreal
Secretary: Adán Lozano
Treasurer: Vivian Zapata 
Advisers: Communication Department 
Professor Sharaf Rehman and Marketing 
and Creative Services Senior Editor Isis 
Lopez
Events: Charro Days Exhibition, which 
will take place from April 19 to May 3 at 
the Carlotta K. Petrina Cultural Center. 
In addition, about 75 photographs by 
Members of the Photography Club include (from left) Adviser Isis Lopez, Treasurer Vivian 
Zapata, President Brenda Bazán, Mariela Zamorano, Blanca Villarreal and Adviser Sharaf 
Rehman.
aManda arredondo/Collegian
Jose Juan Vera 
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In Fall 2010, Vera joined the 
Mathematics 4+1 program, which allows 
students to take 12 hours of graduate 
courses as electives and to graduate with 
a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in a 
shorter period of time. 
Mathematics Department Chair and 
Associate Professor Jerzy Mogilski 
said Vera was highly qualified for the 
4+1 program, which is designed for 
students with strong mathematics skills 
and who have at least a 3.2 grade-point 
average for all courses and a 3.5 GPA in 
mathematics. 
“He was the perfect candidate because 
he had enough courses in mathematics,” 
Mogilski said in an interview Jan. 27. 
“He was enthusiastic for mathematics, so 
he was probably the best candidate.” 
As a junior in college, Vera discovered 
his passion for teaching when a friend 
suggested he apply to be a math tutor at 
UTB.
 “I saw that I enjoyed helping students 
succeed in math, so that’s when I started 
to see that I wanted a career in instructing 
students in mathematics,” he said.
Business Marketing sophomore, 
Veronica Tristan is enrolled in College 
Algebra for the second time, and said she 
is learning a lot more with Vera’s way of 
teaching.
“At first I didn’t notice he was really 
young,” Tristan said. “He really breaks 
everything down pretty simple, explains 
everything very well in a way that I’m 
able to understand it a lot better than 
other professors.”
Mogilski and math Professor Paul-
Hermann Zieschang served as Vera’s 
advisers in the 4+1 program. Zieschang 
advised Vera during his thesis. He 
sparked Vera’s interest in theoretical 
algebra, which is what he wants to study 
when he applies to a doctoral program. 
“Probably, my first choice would be 
[the University of Texas at] Austin,” 
he said of his choice of school to earn a 
doctorate. “I’m pretty close to my family, 
so I’d like to stay a bit close.” 
professional Polish photographers, 
students and faculty from Kielce 
University, Poland, and UTB will be on 
display at the center from March 2-15.
Community Service: Photography 
workshops for children ages 7 to 15. The 
first one will take place from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. March 1 at the Petrina Cultural 
Center, located at 1452 E. Madison 
St. The club also performs volunteer 
photography work.
Meetings: 5 p.m. each Wednesday at 
the cultural center
For more information: access www.
Facebook.com/UTBphotographyclub 
or send an e-mail to brenda.e.bazan@
hotmail.com.





4 THE COLLEGIANMonday, February 3, 2014 OPINION
--Compiled by Anthony Cano
--Photos by Alberto Garcia
Will you be covered with health insurance by March 31?
iTHINK
“Most likely will because my job is going 
to be providing it. Like with the Aflac I’m 
thinking, but we’ll be paying for part of it 
and the company is going to be paying the 
other part. So most likely, I’m going to have 
insurance by that date.”
 
Kevin Orr
UTB criminal justice freshman
“I’m under my parents’ plan, so I’m not 





“Ahorita en el momento no tengo, pero me 
gustaría saber mucho más sobre el tema. 
Estaría más  interesada si supiera mucho 
más de lo que está pasando por que 
ahorita la verdad no estoy informada con 
lo que está sucediendo con lo del seguro”.
 
Marisol Melguizo
Estudiante de psicología de
último año
“I will. My parents are going to 
help me get the [insurance] and I 
think everyone else should get it. I 
think [people] should pay their own 
insurance because everyone works or is 
supposed to be working for themselves; 
that way, we can be covered and we’re 
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Degree: Biomedical Sciences 
School: College of Biomedical Sciences 
and Health Professions
Prerequisites: Students need to apply 
into the program 
Total credit hours needed to 
graduate: 120
Biomedical Sciences and Health 
Professions Dean: Michael Lehker
What does the biomedical sciences 
degree consist of? “The biomedical 
sciences degree is divided into three 
stages of development. In our first year 
we have all the foundation courses and 
that is approximately 11 different topics 
that are very important to science about 
the human body. We take the students 
through each one of those topics in a very 
condensed format so all the coursework 
in the first year is about three to four 
weeks in length; they are passing from 
one module … to the next one, to the 
next one. In year two and three we are 
going to take them through what we call 
the systems years in which they will now 
apply what they learned in the foundation 
year, add some more stuff to it, but now 
see how it works for each of the 11 body 
systems. You are not just going to do the 
anatomy and physiology, which is the 
traditional way of how to do this, but 
we are also looking at the genetics, the 
infectious diseases, the pharmacology, 
the histology, the immunology and so on 
and so forth. We hope that at this point 
you really know this material and know 
how to apply it to something else. Then 
in the last year we repeat it again, add 
What should I major in?
some more new stuff, so at each stage 
we are adding more but always repeat 
from the previous years, but now we take 
this material and look at it and apply it 
to medical research. ... So, in essence, 
students really get to use the same kind 
of material that they learn throughout 
the years but look at it through a different 
point of view … as a foundation, how it 
applies to the human body and how it 
applies to medical research.”      
Which classes can students expect 
to take? “You really need to have a good 
foundation in the sciences. Our students 
need to take math, chemistry, physics, 
statistics, in addition to the regular 
core courses. Then, of course, the major 
specific biomedical courses: medical 
immunology, medical microbiology and 
medical genetics.”
Which skills will students learn 
by the time they graduate? “They 
will have a very deep knowledge of the 
anatomy and physiology of the human 
body. They will understand how the 
normal body works on the molecular 
level, from DNA to protein, to cells, 
to tissues and how that is altered in 
disease. They will learn how to do 
medical research, they will have some 
clinical exposure on how to deal with a 
patient, they will be able to read medical 
literature, they will have very strong 
analytical skills, they will know how to 
find information, evaluate information 
and then use that information in some 
fashion to help people.” 
What salary can a student expect to 
earn after graduation? “It depends 
from which program they graduate. … 
This program is not really to get you a 
job. It makes you competitive to go on 
to the next step. If you want to become a 
physician, you are going to have to go to 
medical school. If you want to become a 
physical therapist, you still have to go to 
physical therapy school. The salary can 
range, once you are at that point, from 
$70,000 to a million [dollars].” 
What are some possible careers 
with this degree: “You become a 
physician, you become a dentist and you 
become a physical therapist. If you don’t 
want to do that, there are a lot of people 
that work in a hospital in administration, 
in doctors’ offices, in government with 
the health services, all of these are 
possibilities. If you want to do more 
than one major or you have a minor--
medical illustrator, for example--where 
you combine [biomedical] with art, and 
music therapist if you want to do this 
plus music.” 
Students clubs related to the major: 
Biomedical Student Association.
For more information about the 
biomedical sciences degree, call Lehker 
at 882-7960 or visit the Biomedical 
Sciences website at http://www.utb.
edu/vpaa/cbshp/bs/Pages/default.aspx
--Compiled by Magaly Rosales
Julio Ramirez (main photo and inset), the R. Stuart Dickson Professor of Psychology at Davidson 
College in North Carolina, shares his advice for students who are interested in pursuing 
careers in the science and research fields during a workshop Tuesday in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salón. Ramirez has developed a nationally acclaimed training program for student and 
faculty mentoring. In 2011, President Obama presented him with the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Science, Mathematics and Engineering Mentoring. The event was funded by 
the National Institutes of Health Building Infrastructure Leading to Diversity (BUILD) initiative. 




Biomedical sciences junior Karina Balboa (from left), senior Brandon Gonzalez, sophomores 
Katallen Gomes and Brandon Muñiz complete a group readiness assessment test during their 
Integrated Body Systems class, which is taught by Assistant Professor Hugo Rodriguez and 
Lecturer Adrian Garza Cavazos.
Wi-Fi system on campus. Alumni will still 
have access to their UTB e-mail accounts. 
However, when the consolidation 
between UTB and UTPA takes place, the 
future is unknown. 
“As far as the future, I can’t speak to 
that. I’m sure it will be taken care of,” 
Ceglar said.
Emergency notifications will still be 
delivered to personal e-mail addresses 
and e-mail will not be affected by 
maintenance of UTB Online.
Dean of Students Douglas Stoves said 
that the change in e-mail policy will bring 
“a level of consistency” to the way the 
university communicates with students.
“Sometimes students will put down 
an e-mail address that either they 
don’t check every day or maybe they’ve 
changed it,” Stoves said.
If students change their e-mail address 
and do not alert the university that they 
have changed it, communications get 
lost. Students can update their contact 
information, including their e-mail 
address, via UTB Online. 
“This brings a consistency to where we 
send correspondence, and students can 
always opt to make it ‘pop’ mail,” Stoves 
said. “So, if you’re using a Gmail account 
and that’s the one that you want to use, 
then you can set it up from your UTB 
e-mail to send it to your Gmail.”
“Pop” mail refers to forwarding your 
e-mail from one address to another. 
“I’m currently a student at Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi and they send all 
of their official correspondence through 
my e-mail and I have it ‘popped’ to my 
personal e-mail,” Stoves said. “That 
way, I’m still getting it on my preferred 
network, but I don’t necessarily have to 
have that setup.”
That’s crucial when students need 
important information, such as their 
financial aid status.
 “If we know we’re going to send it 
to your UTB account, and you know as 
a student it’s going to come to you in 
your UTB account, then that way it’s not 
getting relegated to some e-mail that you 
forgot that you put down when you first 
came to UTB,” Stoves said. “So having it 
as a consistent e-mail that we’re sending 
it to, I feel that it will keep students 
better informed and it also will allow us 
to better inform students.”
Senior physics major Zulema Melchor 
was not aware of the change to be made 
in the e-mail policy, saying she “never 
checks” her UTB e-mail account.
“I think I haven’t checked it since 
maybe two years ago,” Melchor said. “I 
just use my Gmail account and things 
will get forwarded there.”
She said that she doesn’t believe this 
change will affect her because most 
of her campus communication is with 
her professors, who already have her 
personal e-mail address.
Fellow senior physics major Diego 
Castilleja said he checks his UTB e-mail 
“once in a while, maybe three times a 
month.”
“I received e-mails before to my regular 
e-mail account through my phone, 
so now that it is changing to the UTB 
[e-mail], I guess I could just change my 
phone to that so that it’s easier to receive 
it because, otherwise, I will just check my 
Blackboard,” Castilleja said.
To access your UTB e-mail account, go 
to the UTB website, click on Quick Links 
and click on Webmail. 
To find out what your UTB e-mail 
address is, go to utb.edu/e-mail and 
log in using your UTB Online data. 
All passwords are universal, so your 
Blackboard and UTB Online password 
will be the same one used to access your 
e-mail. 
E-MAIL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
See E-MAIL, Page 9
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“FIND THE MYSTERY WORD!”
WINNER
CONTEST RULES
1. Pick up a copy of 
The Collegian each Monday.
2. Read the paper!
3. Find the single bold letters within the 
text of stories that make up the mystery 
word.
4. Find the hint to the mystery word on 
the opinion page.
5. if you find the mystery word, be the 
first person to visit our office, located 
in Student Union 1.10 and show us the 
mystery word to receive your prize. 
6. Participants may win only once per 
semester.
7. The winner's photo will be published 
in The Collegian.
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On the eve of my 23rd birthday I was 
invited to a casual night out with my 
fun-loving friends. We set out to look 
for a restaurant that we deemed worthy 
of our hard-earned, biweekly income in 
exchange for a hearty meal. This was to 
be followed by a delightful and enjoyable 
movie night, more so because this was on 
Cinemark’s $5 Tuesdays. We dined, we 
wined and as the evening of celebration 
concluded, we had most certainly 
cried. What should have been another 
birthday celebration ended in one of 
the most emotional and heartwarming 
experiences of my life.  That night I fell in 
love with “Her.” 
Her name is Samantha. She is an 
exuberant, charming and spontaneous 
free spirit who exists as a computer 
operating system known as OS1. Yes, I 
fell in love with a computer, but so did 
Theodore Twombly and the rest of society 
in the immediate future. Samantha and 
Theodore are both fictitious characters 
interpreted by Scarlett Johansson’s voice 
and actor Joaquin Phoenix in what has to 
be the greatest, most thought-provoking 
film of our generation.
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Why I fell in love with ‘Her’
By Alberto Garcia
THE COLLEGIAN
Written, directed and produced by 
the visionary Spike Jonze (“Being John 
Malkovich,” “Where the Wild Things 
Are”), “Her” tells the ingenious and 
wistful story of the introvert Theodore 
Twombly. Theodore writes personal 
greeting cards for people who cannot 
find the words or creativity to express 
their feelings in writing. Loneliness, 
technology and nostalgia for his failed 
marriage encompass Theodore’s day-
to-day life. His routine life takes a turn 
when he decides to upgrade his operating 
system to the new and improved OS1. 
The OS1 becomes compatible with the 
owner through basic startup questions 
and identifies itself as Samantha because 
of Theodore’s request for a female 
voice. Samantha and Theodore begin a 
friendly relationship that blossoms into 
a remarkably unforgettable on-screen 
love story and makes us ponder the 
impossible, the delusional and, most 
important, our future. 
Although the time and setting of the film 
are never confirmed, the cinematography 
in “Her” helps the viewer understand 
that the world kept advancing its 
technology while people digressed 
from improving their appearances, 
socializations and relationships with 
one another. It is a futuristic film, yet it 
feels like the immediate future. My guess 
would be that it takes place sometime in 
the year 2020, when society already went 
through the iPod, Android, Facebook, 
Internet, etc. fad and the OS1 leads as 
the No. 1 informational system created 
to date. The society that exists around 
the onscreen romance is captivating only 
because Jonze portrays social life as such 
a rare occurrence. Everyone’s new friend 
and partner is their new OS1. The era of 
interpersonal communication begins its 
decline. 
The main focus of the film is Theodore 
and his interactions with Samantha. His 
warm smile when she wakes him up in 
the morning, their repartee about life and 
what things mean and even the awkward 
sexual relations that they engage in 
provide a sense of normalcy to a rather 
whimsical fantasy. I came to accept 
Samantha and Theodore as a legitimate 
couple. I cheered for them, experienced 
with them and cried for them. I came 
to understand their yearning for each 
other as Theodore hoped to forget his 
anguished past and Samantha only 
hoped to learn all that she could about 
humans and the way they live their lives. 
In the film, the human and the computer 
share a romantic experience of what we 
all hope to one day have with someone 
we can call our soul mate. 
What I loved most about this cinematic 
experience was the lingering factor. This 
film will definitely stay with you. Turning 
23, or any age for that matter, is always a 
reason to celebrate, but by the end of the 
evening after celebrating another year of 
life, sitting in a theater for two hours and 
letting a film like “Her” really sink in, I 
couldn’t help myself from wondering and 
dreaming of the near future. What’s in 
store? Have I found my Samantha yet? 
Will she be human, even? The sci-fi, the 
fantasy and the promise of future human 
interactions are the reasons why I fell in 
love with “Her.” 
movie REVIEW
A dimly lit Gran Salón brightened 
after Jessica Helen Lopez kickstarted the 
spring semester’s Writers Live Series by 
reading from two volumes of her poetry.
Before the lecture, Lopez, an adjunct 
instructor for creative writing at the 
University of New Mexico, recited, 
or “slammed” her poetry during a 
workshop for English Assistant Professor 
Christopher Carmona’s creative writing 
class.
Lopez, a nationally recognized, award-
winning slam poet (a poet who competes 
by reciting original work), holds the 2012 
and 2014 titles Women of the World 
City of Albuquerque Champion poetry 
competition. She describes slam poetry 
as “a place where a few will go, and when 
they go, they go like it’s church.”
“It’s spoken word. It’s writ. It’s 
storytelling. It’s oral traditions. It’s 
literacism, fabrications, mentirosas 
and mentirosos getting on stage and 
doing what they know how to do and it’s 
entertaining,” she said in an interview 
after the reading. “It’s interactive. … It’s 
empowering.” 
Lopez graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in English and creative writing 
with a minor in communication from 
the University of New Mexico and is 
planning to apply to the master’s of fine 
arts program there.
Originally from California, Lopez 
graduated from high school in Deming, 
N.M.
“I felt like I had one foot in California, 
one foot in New Mexico, and my eyes 
looking at the border,” Lopez told The 
Collegian during an interview after the 
reading.
“My first poems were raps--diss raps,” 
Jessica Helen Lopez signs a poster of her visit Jan. 23 after a reading in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salón.
Always messing with them words
Slam poetry champion 
visits campus
By Rick Saldivar
she said, referring to the origins of her 
writing. “I would diss people that I liked. 
You know, you have a crush on them--
it is the equivalent of pushing them off 
their bike. I used to write raps. … I started 
writing short stories, mostly in school, 
and then I wrote for the newspaper in 
high school. I did a lot of journalism.”
Lopez considers her personal writing 
to be confessional. Her daughter and 
many other writers inspire her.
“I write about [my daughter] often,” 
she said. “It’s very personal. Her and I 
are intertwined. Writers that I love and 
absolutely adore are Sandra Cisneros, 
Sharon Olds. I love Nikky Finney … 
I love Jimmy Santiago Baca’s work, 
Levi Romero, a lot of slam poets from 
across the country that probably their 
names would be obscure to the average 
academic reader, but Marty McConnell, 
Rachel McKibbens, Joaquin Zihuatanejo, 
Demián Flores, Jasmine Schlafke, and I 
could go on and on …”
Lopez became a part of the Albuquerque 
Slam Team in 2006. 
“I get to go to Austin to compete 
against women who have those same 
titles from their cities--you know, Dallas, 
L.A., Denver, Midwest, East Coast, New 
York City, and so I get to see friends that I 
haven’t seen for a few months,” she said. 
“I get to meet new friends, I get to hear 
amazing poetry, and I get to compete 
with these women.”
Asked when she was first published, 
Lopez replied: “I was anthologized first 
in community college periodicals, and 
then later local stuff, Scenes or The 
Rag or anthologies that are based off 
Albuquerque, and then I had a collection 
that was published by West End Press, 
“Always Messing With Them Boys.” They 
picked up my manuscript, so I was able 
to have all of my work published in one 
place.”
In reference to her latest chapbook, 
“Cunt. Bomb.,” Lopez said she considers 
Rick SaldivaR/For The Collegian
See WRITER, Page 10
herself a fourth-wave feminist.
“I’m really interested in people of color-
-women of color feminists. I thought that 
‘Cunt. Bomb.’ would be a radical name 
and get somebody’s attention. Also, 
there’s this whole unfortunate stereotype 
of Nazi feminism. … It’s inflammatory 
and I want people to pay attention.”
As a feminist, Lopez founded a 
collective called La Palabra: The Word 
Is a Woman. 
“I create these spaces, both physical 
and online, for publication for women, 
gender-identified women, and allies to 
write about their experiences,” she said. 
“As writers in the community, we make 
sure to tie it in with work that gives back. 
We’ve done some work with Safe House, 
which is a domestic violence shelter for 
survivors. We promote their agenda; 
we do clothing drives, collections. … 
I’m working on a mentorship program 
through there, too, for girls to find a voice 
with a mentor in that capacity.”
Like other previous authors 
participating in the Writers Live Series, 
Lopez is a member of the Macondo 
Foundation for writers founded by Sandra 
Cisneros. She is planning a monthlong 
workshop at the Women in Creativity 
annual series in Albuquerque. The work 
collected will go into an anthology as 
part of La Palabra. The anthology will 
explore the bonds, relationships and 
tensions between mother-and-daughter 
relationships.
Asked what advice she has for students, 
Lopez replied: “Work to create spaces 
with each other--community spots to 
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“UT-Brownsville security, and you 
should have that number on your cell 
phone, and you should be able to get to 
them quickly. They will find you whether 
you’re at the TSC side or if you’re two 
blocks from here, they will respond,” 
Garcia told Martinez and the rest of the 
town hall audience. 
Provost Alan Artibise added: “So, it’s 
not like those stories you see in television 
that, ‘Oh, I can’t help you because you 
crossed the county line. Here, your UTB 
student card means that you can call the 
UTB police and they will respond to you 
wherever you are.”
But that is not what happened around 
6:30 p.m. Jan. 24, when Amanda 
Arredondo, a UT-Brownsville sophomore 
biology major and a reporter for The 
Collegian, discovered she was locked out 
of her car and called UTB Police for help. 
“My initial thought was to call campus 
police because I had heard that they 
unlock the cars for us if we left our keys 
in there,” Arredondo said. “So, I called 
them and they told me they couldn’t 
help because I was parked at the Barnes 
& Noble Bookstore and, apparently, it’s 
TSC property.”
Arredondo said she was upset because 
she thought the duty of campus police 
was to assist students who need help.
“I was shocked, I was upset and it 
was really cold that day,” she said. “I 
was mostly upset because I thought an 
officer’s duty was to help someone in 
need and not tell me they couldn’t help 
me because I wasn’t parked in a certain 
area of the school’s property.” 
When Arredondo told her boss, 
Student Media Director Azenett Cornejo, 
about the situation, Cornejo decided to 
give UTB Police a second try, but they 
responded that they could not help 
because they are not able to assist anyone 
on TSC property. 
Cornejo then suggested that Arredondo 
call the company that provides security 
for TSC.
The person who answered said the 
company does not unlock car doors and 
offered to call a locksmith for her at 
Arredondo’s expense. According to the 
officer from American Investigations and 
Security International, the company that 
provides security to TSC, this is not the 
first time students have called for help 
about the same issue, and they weren’t 
able to help them, either. 
It was then that Arredondo called her 
mother to bring an extra pair of keys.
“It’s kind of a hassle because I live kind 
of far from campus, so it took her about 
40 minutes to come,” she said of her 
mother.
Asked why University Police were 
not able to assist Arredondo, UTB Dean 
of Students Doug Stoves replied: “The 
lockout service is something that our 
campus police does as a courtesy, it’s 
not a required service, it’s something 
that they do provide on our campus. 
They don’t have the ability to go out 
and do that outside of this campus and, 
unfortunately, because of where the 
student was parked, which is outside 
Barnes & Noble, that becomes an issue 
as it relates to, ‘[Does TSC] provide that 
service through that security company? 
Apparently, they don’t.”
In an interview Friday afternoon, 
Artibise said that a lockout is not an 
emergency; therefore, University Police 
is not required to help.
“If she had stated that she was afraid 
for whatever reason, that it was an 
emergency, that she had no other way 
to be helped, we would’ve responded,” 
Artibise said. “That’s not what we were 
told. That’s the jurisdiction for students, 
faculty or staff if they’re in danger.”
At 4:14 p.m. Jan. 14, Collegian reporter 
Ana Cavazos photographed a student 
being arrested by UTB police in the same 
parking lot where Arredondo locked 
herself out of her car.
The University Police officer arrested 
a student on a misdemeanor charge of 
possession of marijuana. The student 
was then transported to the Carrizales-
Rucker Detention Center.
This reporter showed photographs of 
the arrest and Arredondo’s locked-out 
car to Artibise and Reyna and asked why 
it was OK for a UTB officer to arrest a 
UTB student on TSC property but not OK 
for a UTB officer to help a UTB student 
on the TSC property.
Artibise replied: “I don’t know the 
circumstances around this, but he was 
presumably a suspect in some way. We 
don’t worry about jurisdiction then, just 
like I said in the town hall meeting, but 
for a parking issue? Come on, it was her 
fault.”
Reyna said University Police offers 
lockout services to students as a courtesy; 
however, the courtesy line is drawn 
when the UTB student is parked on TSC 
property.
“Yeah, because what TSC does is they 
have their property and they manage it 
the way that they determine to be the 
best way,” Reyna said. “We continue to 
operate in our property the way we’ve 
always done to include offering those 
two services. We probably have more 
people that need jumper cables than we 
do lockouts.”
Stoves said that University Police was 
not able to assist Arredondo because 
helping a student on TSC property 
becomes an issue of jurisdiction and 
liability.
“There’s a certain liability whenever we 
have to get into a person’s vehicle and if 
we’re on somebody else’s property and 
you’re outside of your jurisdiction, that 
expands that potential liability there,” he 
said.
During the town hall meeting, García 
told students that the community always 
has overlapping security.
“We’re on the same radio frequency 
on the radios that they use, our security 
uses, with Homeland Security and with 
the Brownsville [Police Department] so 
that if anybody picks up on a problem, 
everybody comes in to help,” she said. 
“You don’t wait for someone to call and 
say, ‘We need overlapping security.’ We 
got a problem on campus,’ everybody 
reports in. We did that years ago, so 
we’ll do the same thing with TSC because 
students are students and we need to 
have overlapping security for everybody.”
García declined several requests from 
The Collegian for an interview on the 
issue.
The Collegian called the President’s 
Office on Jan. 27 and e-mailed García on 
Wednesday. When she did not respond 
to the e-mail requesting an interview, 
this reporter called the president’s cell 
phone number on Thursday.  
“You were doing [the interview 
request] in the appropriate way. This is 
not the appropriate way, through a cell 
phone, so what is it that you’re not getting 
because I know you have an appointment 
to talk to other people--Doug Stoves, for 
example,” García said.
This reporter responded that Stoves 
had answered some questions, but the 
newspaper had more.
“During the town hall meeting you 
said that UTB security would be able to 
help students and [UTB Police] totally 
contradicted what you said, so that’s 
why I would like to speak to you,” this 
reporter said.
“OK, well let me, I’m preparing for a 
meeting right now,” García said. “Let me 
set up a time and we’ll get together.”
Later, Angela Kaberline McCauley, 
assistant to the president for 
communications, called this reporter 
and said The Collegian should talk to the 
Artibise and Reyna instead. 
TSC administrators--President Lily 
Tercero, Vice President of Student 
Services Mike Shannon and Vice 
President of Finance and Administration 
Chet Lewis—did not return calls 
requesting interviews. 
Trey Mendez, secretary of the TSC 
board of trustees, said he was unaware 
that AISI does not offer the lockout 
service to students.
“They are there to provide security,” 
Mendez said in an interview via telephone 
Thursday. “Security may or may not 
encompass opening a car for a student, 
I don’t know, but I don’t know why those 
services aren’t offered.”
As far as UTB Police and AISI not being 
able to help students due to jurisdiction 
lines, he said both should be able to help 
students regardless.
“I don’t like the fact that both security 
companies are playing games as to whose 
student it is or whose land it is,” Mendez 
said. “I think that if some student needs 
help, they should help them.”
The trustee said UTB and TSC do not 
have any security agreements.
Professor Michelle Keck.
In 2011, the Texas Legislature passed 
Senate Bill 14, which would require 
voters to show photo identification 
when voting in person. “While pending 
review within the judicial system, the 
U.S. Supreme Court issued its opinion 
in Shelby County v. Holder, which 
effectively ended all pending litigation,” 
according to votetexas.gov. As a result, 
voters must present an approved form of 
photo identification in order to vote in all 
Texas elections, the website states. 
Proponents of the law say it is necessary 
because of the potential for voter fraud. 
As of 2012, 46 states have prosecuted or 
convicted cases of voter fraud, more than 
24 million voter registrations are invalid, 
yet remain on rolls and there are more 
than 1.8 million dead voters still eligible 
to vote across the country, according to 
truethevote.org.
A report by the Brennan Center for 
Justice at New York University School of 
Law reveals, however, that “voter fraud is 
very rare, voter impersonation is nearly 
non-existent and much of the problems 
associated with alleged fraud in election 
relates to unintentional mistakes by 
voters or election administrators.” 
Texas Secretary of State Nandita Berry, 
who is on a three-week tour of the state to 
promote voter awareness, said her office 
is “doing everything we can to inform 
voters of new laws.”
“We’re traveling across the state to 
ensure voters have the tools that they 
need,” Berry said in an interview with 
The Collegian after a news conference the 
state official conducted at the Brownsville 
Public Utilities Board administration 
building regarding funding PUB received 
for colonia improvement projects.
Berry said the best resource to get 
that message out is her office’s website, 
votetexas.gov. 
Asked for her reaction to the criticism 
of possible disenfranchisement of voters 
due to the law, Berry replied it was a 
legislative matter.
“As the secretary of state, my job is to 
ensure that our elections are fair, they’re 
smooth and they’re successful,” she said.
The argument of disenfranchisement 
comes from civil liberties advocates 
who say the law is “a political attempt to 
disenfranchise people or perhaps prevent 
them from voting in the first place,” said 
Ronald Lane, a government lecturer at 
UT-Brownsville.
 “A lot of the people who do not have 
photo IDs, or may have difficulty getting 
the photo IDs, [they are] the ones who 
generally won’t be able to vote and what 
we find out is that there’s certain types 
of people that it seems to be impacted 
on most,” Lane said. “Usually, minority 
groups might be impacted in [this] way, 
perhaps [the] elderly. It seems like it’s 
individuals who might be tending to vote 
of one particular political party, rather 
than the other, the Democrats.”  
One of those groups might be students.
 “One thing I’ve heard quoted quite 
frequently is that you can’t use your 
student ID to vote,” Lane said. 
Asked why a student ID is unacceptable, 
Pierce said it is a legislative issue.  
On the UTB campus, the Center for 
Civic Engagement was busy trying to 
register students to vote before today’s 
deadline. Those who make the deadline 
will be able to vote in the March 4 state 
primary election.
“We will have a full-day [voter 
registration drive] on Friday and on 
Monday, and that’ll be throughout [the 
UTB] campus,” Civic Engagement Staff 
Coordinator Estela Martinez told The 
Collegian on Wednesday.  
So far this semester, the center 
registered about 150 to 200 new voters 
on campus.
 “According to the numbers that we 
have via our partnership with AACT 
[Advocacy Alliance Center of Texas] 
Now, we are only missing about 1,200 
students who are eligible to vote on 
campus that are not already registered,” 
Martinez said.
The AACT is a South Texas voter’s 
rights advocacy group whose goal is to 
achieve a 65 percent voter turnout rate.
Asked how much of the student 
population is registered to vote, Martinez 
replied: “We have about 5,000-plus 
students that already registered. There 
are some that are not eligible due to 
residency or for whatever reason.”
 The Center for Civic Engagement 
will host two candidate forums at 
2 p.m. and 5:45 p.m. Feb. 24 in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salón. Confirmed 
candidates include Gloria Rincones, 
Juan Magallanes and Oscar Garcia, all of 
whom are seeking the 357th state district 
court judgeship.
To forward, or “pop” your UTB e-mail 
to your personal e-mail, log in to your 
UTB e-mail account via the Webmail 
feature. On the top right corner, look for 
the settings button, then go to “options.” 
Once in options, look for a link that says 
“Forward Your E-mail.” Type in your 
personal e-mail address and click on 
“Start Forwarding.” 
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Name: Justin Kitten
Classification: Freshman
Major: Finance  
Sport: Golf
Hometown: Harlingen
Who is your favorite athlete? “Tom 
Brady; he plays football.  I’ve just always 
liked Tom Brady, since I played football 
when I was little.”  
Who is your role model? “My family. 
We’ve been through some struggles and 
got through it.” 
What do you like to do for fun? “Just 
hang out with my friends pretty much.” 
When did you begin playing golf 
and why did you start playing? “I 
started when I was 13 and a friend of 
mine that I would play baseball with 
took me out to the golf course—and I just 
started playing.”
Did you play in high school and did 
you get any awards? “Yeah, I played 
in [Harlingen South] High School and we 
won district three times and numerous 
tournaments.” 
What is your favorite movie? ‘“Step 
ATHLETE OF THEWEEK
Brothers,’ I just think it’s funny.” 
What are your goals for the season? 
“To win conference as a team and make it 
to the national tournament.”
Is there a song that gets your head 
in the game? “‘Lose Yourself,’ by 
Eminem. It just pumps me up and gets 
me focused.” 
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza 
WRITER
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is something students are coming to us 
to take advantage of and I want to help 
them to take full advantage of anything 
that is available to them while they are 
students here.”   
Asked what his goals are as dean of 
students, Stoves replied: “The goal for 
me is to make sure that the students’ 
experience is everything they want it to 
be for themselves.”
He plans on achieving this by helping 
students access services they might 
need and by creating engagement 
opportunities while they are on campus.
“I want to do everything I can. Starting 
from orientation, from … when they are 
first getting on campus to all the way to 
when they walk across the stage. I want 
to make sure we are providing all those 
opportunities for students to make that 
experience all they want it to be.”  
UT-Brownsville Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs Alan 
Artibise said there were four other 
candidates for the position. The 
application process involved making a 
presentation of a project they would like 
to undertake at the university.    
“All four candidates prepared a 
presentation and made it before the 
search committee,” Artibise said. “What 
the search committee told me was 
that Douglas Stoves did the best job in 
terms of conceptualizing a project and 
reporting it to the committee. They were 
very impressed.”      
Asked what he expects from the dean 
of students, Artibise replied: “The main 
role is to provide a voice for students in 
the work that we do in the university. 
In general, to have a person who is 
responsible for doing just that.”
As dean of students, Stoves is 
responsible for various departments 
in the Division of Student Affairs: 
Residential Life, Student Engagement, 
Student Media, Career Services, 
Intramurals and two TRIO federal grant 
programs--Student Support Services 
Program/A Support Program in Reaching 
Excellence, also known as SSSP/ASPIRE, 
and the College Assistance Migrant 
Program. 
“One of the main responsibilities 
has to do with making sure that we are 
maintaining a good learning atmosphere 
for all students while they are here,” 
Stoves said. “Whether that be disciplinary 
issues, or issues that are dealing with 
disabilities services, trying to make 
sure we have access to all students to 
our programs. So, my focus truly is the 
students and the students’ experience 
while they are here at UT-Brownsville.”
Stoves said the position of director of 
Residential Life has not been advertised 
yet, but for the time being Stephen 
Cisneros, a student development 
specialist for the office of Student 
Engagement, and Debra Perez, assistant 
director of House and Operations, will 
assist him with the department.
“They are some folks that I have 
entrusted to take care of some of the day 
to day, as this transition process is taking 
place,” he said.   
write--because writing, I think, is at the 
core of survival. It really helps you get 
through a lot of things. Plus, we need 
to flex our imagination. As we get older, 
we’re weighed down by all these things 
that are necessary in this life to survive, 
but we forget about our imagination. I 
think that is also vital. We can’t forget 
that. … I would tell students to write, 
to honor other writing and reading, 
and listen to one another. Set up those 
environments. Don’t wait for someone 
else to do it. You do it, and then it’ll be 
great because everybody will want to do 
it.” 
Griff Mangan, owner of the Paragraphs 
bookstore on South Padre Island and 
a co-sponsor of the event, encourages 
students to attend the series.
“Every chance you get to meet 
somebody, even if you don’t like what 
they’re doing, if it’s someone that’s good, 
go see them,” he said. “I learned that in 
college, too. It may be a subject you have 
no interest in, but if it’s someone that’s 
well-entrenched in that profession or 
that culture, go see them and just learn a 
little bit on your own about them.”
Mangan became involved with the 
series as a sponsor when Carmona, who 
helps coordinate the series, contacted the 
independent bookstore.
“We were approached to obtain the 
books that the writers are going to have 
so that the Writers Live people don’t 
have to go through all those headaches 
and hoops to get the books for the show,” 
Mangan said. “To help sponsor it, I 
volunteered us to pay for the luncheons 
on Fridays.”
Asked what his favorite part of being 
one of the sponsors of The Writers Live 
Series is, Mangan said: “Other than I get 
to have lunch on Friday with the writers 
and things like that … officially, it’s our 
awareness or presence here because 
people don’t realize there is a bookstore 
on the Island, and at the moment there 
are no full-service bookstores in Cameron 
County, so we’re spreading the word this 
way. I get to see their excitement on their 
faces when they get to get the books, 
see the authors and get them signed. It 
makes us feel good.”
Carmona said Lopez was chosen to be a 
part of the series because of her ability to 
engage with audiences and her dedication 
to education and poetry. He believes his 
students benefit from having authors 
such as Lopez conduct workshops in the 
classroom. 
“Students benefit from these 
workshops because they are able to learn, 
from working writers, various techniques 
to help them as writers and also to help 
them better their writing in their classes,” 
he said.
The next author to be featured in the 
series will be Ken Jones, a Houston-
based poet. He was a punk rocker in the 
1980s and is now working as a poet and 
educator. His reading will be held at 7:30 
p.m. Feb. 27 in the Student Union’s Gran 
Salón.
--Rick Saldivar is a senior English 
major at UT-Brownsville.
Name: Erhard Michiel Van Deventer
Major: History 
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Pretoria, South Africa
Which languages do you speak: 
“Afrikaans and English and some of the 
African languages [Zulu and Tswana].”
Why did you decide to study here? 
“I really liked the campus, and people 
here and I had wonderful interviews 
with some of the professors that I will 
be having and I just fell in love with the 
whole UTB scene, so I decided to come 
study here.”
What are some of the customs of 
your country? “We usually give gifts to 
people and these are usually gifts to say 
thank you for being part of our society or 
thank you for helping me with something 
and they’re usually small, functional gifts 
that you can use, like knives for hunting 
or some clothes or some nice shoes and 
things like that.” 
When do you do this? “It’s not a 
specific date. I mean, you can decide 
anytime throughout the year. You can 
present these gifts to friends, family and 
people who helped you along the way.” 
Tell me about some of the 
traditional dishes of your country. 
“Well, we have a lot of traditional cuisine 
that are mainly Dutch-based or German. 
We have a wonderful dish that we make 
with rice and fried meats that’s very spicy 
mixed together with a rich cream and 
cheese sauce. We call it Bobotie.”
What are the tourist spots in your 
country? ” Cape Town is one of the most 
interesting places. It has a lot of history. 
That’s where our country was founded 
in 1652. … We have Johannesburg, 
which is the great mining city with the 
world’s deepest mine that’s 2 kilometers 
underground and we have the Kruger 
National Park, which is the largest game 
preserve in Africa.”
International 
Student of the Week
What are some of the different 
cultures in your country? “We have 
about 14 national languages and each 
language represents each culture that 
we have. We have lots of African tribes, 
like Zulus or Vendas, or the Pedis. Then 
we have other influence from the British 
colonial system, and we have a lot of 
influence from the Dutch [and] German 
settlers. Those are usually the main 
cultures that we have in South Africa.” 
What differences and similarities 
do you find between your country 
and the United States? “A lot of 
things are very, very different but some 
of the most similar things is that here 
in Texas, society here is very friendly 
towards people. In South Africa, people 
are also very friendly, very willing to 
help, very courteous and, actually, here 
the standards of living are better but 
they’re very similar to a lot of things that 
we have in South Africa as well.” 
What are some of the wrong ideas 
people have about your country? 
“Well, we are not entirely as primitive 
as everyone suspects. We have roads, 
and we live in nice houses, and we have 
electricity, and we don’t ride elephants 
to school. Someone has asked me that 
before, but I should say, a lot of people 
have a lot of misconceptions about 
Africa, because they don’t really know 
a lot about Africa. All they have to do is 
use the powers of the Internet, and they’ll 
look at some of the wonderful things that 
we have to offer, and South Africa is a 
wonderful place with friendly people, 
and it’s a wonderful holiday destination.”
Anecdote: “When I had a conversation 
with one of the customs officers and I 
told him I was African, the first question 
he asked me is, ‘Why aren’t you black?’ 
I told him, ‘Well, that is a horrible 
misconception and I explained a little 
bit of history to him and he was very 
forthcoming, and I told him, ‘Well, this 
is what happens. A lot of people see that, 
usually, Africa has a lot of black people. 
That’s not necessarily true, and specially 
South Africa, [which] is very diverse. A 
lot of cultures and people who settled, 
who live there, and we kind of coexist 
pretty well.” 
--Compiled by Ana Cavazos
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Stoves es el nuevo decano de estudiantes
Por Magaly Rosales
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL
Douglas Stoves, previo decano 
asistente de vida residencial y programas 
auxiliares, ha sido promovido a la 
posición de decano de estudiantes.
 “La transición ha sido buena hasta 
ahorita,” dijo Stoves, quien tomó la 
posición el primero de enero. “Estoy 
aprendiendo elementos nuevos que 
están envueltos en la posición, en lo que 
es tener este nivel de responsabilidad”.
Como decano de estudiantes, Stoves 
espera que los estudiantes traten lo 
más que puedan en su educación y que 
aprovechen las oportunidades que la 
universidad ofrece. 
“Quiero que los estudiantes se sientan 
empoderados,” él dijo. “Esta es su 
educación. No es algo que les estamos 
haciendo. Es algo que los estudiantes 
vienen a nosotros, para aprovechar de lo 
que ofrecemos mientras son estudiantes 
aquí”.   
Al preguntarle cuáles son sus metas 
como decano de estudiantes, Stoves 
contestó: “La meta para mi es asegurarme 
que la experiencia de los estudiantes sea 
todo lo que ellos quieran para sí mismos”.
El planea en conseguir esto ayudando 
a los estudiantes a tener acceso a 
servicios que les pueda ser útil y creando 
oportunidades de compromiso mientras 
estén en el campus.
“Quiero hacer todo lo que pueda 
hacer. Empezando desde orientación… 
desde cuando primero llegan a la 
universidad hasta cuando caminan a 
través del estrado. Quiero asegurarme 
que les estemos proveyendo todas esas 
oportunidades para que los estudiantes 
Especialización: Ciencias biomédicas 
Facultad: Facultad de Ciencia 
Biomédica y Profesiones de Salud
Requisitos: Estudiantes interesados 
necesitan hacer solicitud para el 
programa.  
Número de horas de créditos 
necesarias para graduación: 120
Catedrático del departamento 
de ciencias de biomedicina y 
profesiones de salud: Michael Lehker
¿De qué consiste la especialización 
de ciencias biomédicas? “La carrera 
de ciencia biomédica está dividida en tres 
etapas de desarrollo. En nuestro primer 
año tenemos los cursos de fundación 
que son aproximadamente 11 diferentes 
temas importantes sobre el cuerpo 
humano. Llevamos a los estudiantes por 
cada uno de estos temas en un formato 
condensado, todo el trabajo en el primer 
año es de tres a cuatro semanas de largo. 
Pasan de un módulo al otro y al otro. En 
el segundo y tercer año les enseñamos 
lo que le llamamos los años de sistemas. 
En el cual aplicaran lo que aprendieron 
en el año de fundación, agregándole más 
información, pero, ahora verán cómo 
trabaja para los 11 sistemas corporales. 
No nada más harán la anatomía y la 
fisiología, la cual es la forma tradicional 
de hacer esto, pero también veremos 
la genética, las enfermedades, la 
farmacología, la histología, inmunología 
y más. Esperamos que en este punto 
sepan muy bien su materia y como 
aplicarla a algo más. Después, en 
el último año volvemos a repetir, 
agregamos más cosas. En cada etapa 
agregamos más pero siempre repetimos 
los de los años anteriores, pero ahora 
tomamos estos temas y los aplicamos 
a investigación médica. ... En esencia, 
los estudiantes usan el mismo tipo de 
material que aprenden a través de los 
años pero con diferentes perspectivas… 
como la fundación, como se aplica en el 
cuerpo humano y como se aplica en la 
investigación médica”.      
¿Qué clases se pueden esperar que 
creen sus experiencias como ellos 
quieran”.  
El preboste y vicepresidente de asuntos 
académicos de UT-Brownsville Alan 
Artibise dijo que había cuatro candidatos 
para la posición. El proceso de solicitud 
incluyó una presentación de algún 
proyecto que les gustaría emprender en 
la universidad.    
“Los cuatro candidatos prepararon 
una presentación la cual dieron frente 
al comité”, Artibise dijo. “Lo que el 
comité me dijo fue que Douglas Stoves 
hizo el mejor trabajo en términos 
de conceptualizar un proyecto y 
reportándoselo al comité. Estuvieron 
muy impresionados”.      
Al preguntarle qué era lo que espera del 
decano de estudiantes, Artibise contestó: 
“El papel principal es proveerle una voz a 
los estudiantes en el trabajo que hacemos 
en la universidad. En general, tener una 
persona que sea solamente responsable 
por eso”.
Como decano de estudiantes, Stoves 
es responsable por varios departamentos 
en la división de asuntos de estudiantes: 
vida residencial, compromiso estudiantil, 
radio y comunicación estudiantiles, 
servicios de carreras, actividades 
deportivas y dos programas de 
subvención federales TRIO—el programa 
de apoyo de servicios estudiantiles/
un programa de apoyo para alcanzar 
excelencia, también conocido como 
SSSP/ASPIRE por sus siglas en inglés,  y 
el programa de asistencia de colegio para 
migrantes. 
“Una de las principales 
responsabilidades tiene que ver 
con asegurarnos de que estamos 
manteniendo una buena atmosfera para 
los estudiantes aquí”, Stoves dijo. “Ya que 
sean asuntos disciplinarios, o asuntos 
que lidian con servicios de incapacidad, 
tratando de asegurarnos de que tengan 
acceso a todos nuestros programas. Mi 
enfoque en verdad son los estudiantes y 
sus experiencias mientras estén en UT-
Brownsville”.
Stoves dijo que la posición de director 
de vida residencial no ha sido anunciada 
aún, pero por mientras Stephen Cisneros, 
un especialista de desarrollo estudiantil 
para la oficina de compromiso estudiantil, 
y Debra Perez, directora asistente de 
operaciones de casa, le asistirán con el 
departamento.
“Ellos son unas personas a las cuales 
yo les he confiado que ayuden con lo de 
día a día, mientras esta transición sigue 
en proceso”, él dijo.   
tomen los estudiantes? “Necesitas 
tener una muy buena fundación en las 
ciencias. Nuestros estudiantes necesitan 
tomar matemática, química, física, 
estadística, en adición a nuestros cursos 
regulares. Después, claro tomar nuestras 
clases específicas de biomedicina: 
inmunología médica, microbiología 
médica y genética médica”.
¿Qué habilidades aprenderán los 
estudiantes para el tiempo que se 
gradúen? “Tendrán un conocimiento 
profundo de anatomía y fisiología del 
cuerpo humano.  Entenderán como 
un cuerpo normal funciona a nivel 
molecular, del ADN  a las proteínas, a las 
células, a los tejidos y como son alterados 
cuando hay una enfermedad presente. 
Aprenderán cómo conducir investigación 
médica, también tendrán experiencia en 
las clínicas en cómo lidiar con pacientes, 
podrán leer literatura médica, tendrán 
habilidades analíticas fuertes, sabrán 
cómo encontrar información y como 
evaluarla y usarla de una manera para 
ayudar a la gente”. 
¿Qué salario pueden esperar los 
estudiantes al graduarse?  “Depende 
del programa del que se gradúen… este 
programa no está hecho para conseguirte 
un trabajo. Te hace más competitivo 
para seguir al siguiente nivel. Si quieres 
convertirte en un fisiólogo vas a tener 
que ir a la escuela de medicina. Si quieres 
convertirte en un terapeuta físico todavía 
tendrías que asistir a la escuela de 
terapeutas. El salario varia cuando estás 
en ese punto, de $70,000 a un millón”. 
¿Cuáles son posibles profesiones 
en esta carrera? “Puedes convertirte 
en fisiólogo, puedes convertirte en 
dentista, puedes convertirte en terapeuta. 
Si no quieres hacer eso, hay más 
gente que trabaja en los hospitales en 
administración, en oficinas de doctores, 
en servicios de salud del gobierno, hay 
todo tipo de posibilidades. Si quieres 
completar más de una especialidad--
ilustrador de medicina, por ejemplo--
donde combinas [biomedicina] con arte, 
y terapeuta de música si piensas hacer 
esto más la música”. 
Organizaciones estudiantiles 
relacionadas con la especialización: 
Asociación de estudiantes de 
biomedicina.
Para más información sobre la 
especialización de ciencias biomédicas, 
llame a Lehker al 882-7960 o visite 
la página Web del departamento de 
ciencias de biomedicina en  http://
www.utb.edu/vpaa/cbshp/bs/Pages/
default.aspx
-- Recopilado por Magaly Rosales
¿Qué especialidad elegiré?
Magaly Rosales/Collegian 
Estudiantes de tercer año de ciencias biomédicas Miriam de Leon (de la izquierda) y Mark 
Franco, estudiantes de segundo año Cecilia Sanchez y Jesus Mauricio Rodriguez completan un 
examen de disposición en grupo durante la clase de sistemas de cuerpos integrados, enseñada 
por los profesores Hugo Rodriguez y Adrian Garza Cavazos. 
Magaly Rosales/Collegian
Douglas Stoves
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